
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 11, 2018 
 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our Mission 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all  
Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 

 
 

Ministers - All Members 
Pastor - Catherine Taylor 

Director of Music, Organist – Steve Lawrence 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 

Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 
Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 

Custodian - Viola Howery 
Acting Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Rev. Kathy Carpenter 

PMA Mission Co-worker in Guatemala – Rev. Elaine Menezes 
PMA Mission Co-workers in Bangladesh – Drs. Les and Cindy Morgan 

Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Ruth Shakespeare 
 
 
 

 
 



 
DEDICATION SUNDAY 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2018 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“A checkbook is a theological document; it will tell you who and what you worship.”  --Billy Graham 

 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. If you want to 

take part, write a one-sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 

 
PRELUDE Prelude from Cello Suite No. 1, BWV 1007 J. S. BACH 
 Justin Craig, guitar 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP    Sarah Woolsey 
 Come to the light of God’s love, 
  That we may deal mercifully with ourselves. 
 Confirm in us your promises, Gracious God,  
  For we seek to be trustworthy stewards. 
  

 HYMN No. 712         As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought   FOREST GREEN 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH      
Impartial and Loving God, we bow in awe before you. From our varied concerns and competing 
views, we come seeking our common humanity and the power to become uncommonly faithful. 
Open our hearts to receive your teaching and our hands to do your work. Keep us from vengeance 
or grudges as you help us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.   
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
O God, we do not want to slander or deal falsely or oppress other people, but we have done those 
things. We do not wish to be unjust in our judgements, but we recognize our myopic outlook. We 
confess our complicity with evil and our resistance to perspectives that differ from our own. We 
do not like ourselves this way. We need your forgiveness and your transforming Spirit. Hear our 
cries for help. Amen. …  (A time of silent confession follows.)   In your mercy, Lord. Hear our 
prayer. 
 
 

PRAYERFUL RESPONSE No. 698    Take, O Take Me as I Am TAKE ME AS I AM 

 C. W. Markham, piano 
 
 
 

 Please stand in body or in spirit. 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

 Who is in a position to condemn? 
  Only Christ, and Christ died for us. 
  Christ rose for us; Christ prays for us.  
 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
  In him we are beloved and forgiven. 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 356 v.1  FOREST GREEN 

  Sing praise to God, whose mighty acts still strong in memory stand 
  To give us hope when evil seems to gain the upper hand.  
  Give thanks for deeds of steadfast love, for wonders new and old: 
  For fire and cloud, for daily food, for mercies yet untold. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS     1 Kings 17:8-16 
 

      Matthew 6:19-21 
 

SERMON “Learning to Count”             Dr. Taylor 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 708 We Give Thee but Thine Own SCHUMANN 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                       The Congregation  
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION Stewardship Angela Anderson 
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY When the Poor Ones DAVID M. CHERWEIN 

When the poor ones, who have nothing, still are giving; 
when the thirsty pass the cup, water to share; 
when the wounded offer others strength and healing: 
We see God, here by our side, walking our way. 
 

When compassion gives the suffering consolation; 
when expecting brings to birth hope that was lost; 
when we choose love, not the hatred all around us: 
We see God, here by our side, walking our way. 
 

When our spirits, like a chalice, brim with gladness; 
when our voices, full and clear, sing out the truth; 
when our longings, free from envy, see the humble: 
We see God, here by our side, walking our way. 
 

When the goodness poured from heaven fills our dwellings;  
when the nations work to change war into peace; 
when the stranger is accepted as our neighbor: 
We see God, here by our side, walking our way. 

 

 DOXOLOGY No. 697 v. 6  HENDON 

  Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
  at thy feet its treasure store; 
  Take myself and I will be 
  ever, only, all for thee, 
  ever, only, all for thee. 
 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
    
   BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

HYMN No. 697 vv. 1-5 Take My Life HENDON 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE Praise!  DARWIN WOLFORD 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
NOVEMBER 11, 2018 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 

We are grateful for Sarah Woolsey who is our liturgist today. 
 

The Celebration Flowers in worship today are sponsored by Nancy Ann Williams in loving memory of her 
parents K.T. and Helen Williams.  
 
Creation Care Thought: Single-use plastic bags. Plastics can be made more biodegradable.  But in the dark, oxygen-
free environment of a commercial landfill or in the cool waters of the ocean, biodegradable plastics don’t live up to the 
promise.  Nor is it possible to put biodegradable plastic in with recyclable plastic without ruining the quality of prod-
ucts made from it.   The most responsible approach is a  “circular economy” in which everything is reused or recycled, 
and less is used to begin with.  
  –source: National Geographic June 2018, p. 88 
 
BPC’s Fall Art Exhibit. If you think of colored pencils as a medium for children, plan to be amazed at what Jennifer 
Carpenter can do with them! See her exhibit in Westminster Library and know that you are looking at award-
winning work which has been featured in a variety of art magazines and books. Jennifer lives in Christiansburg and will 
have an Art Forum on January 13. 
 

Are you interested in the arts? Visual? Dramatic? Crafts? Poetry? Pottery?? Please come and add to the conversation 
today, Nov. 11 after church in Westminster Library. We’ll keep it brief, but we want to know your ideas and inter-
est in the arts at BPC. Questions and comments to Martha Dillard or Kendra Crabtree. 
 

Book Drive: Faith Circle is collecting new and (very) gently used children books for NRV CARES and the Montgom-
ery County Christmas Store. We need books for reading levels Pre-K through 12th grade. The Christiansburg Good-
will bookstore and Once Upon a Child are good sources of gently used books. There will be two collection boxes; one 
in the Narthex and a box on the lower level near the parking lot entrance. Please contact Julie Burger (julia-
burger@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 
 

 
Chrismon Tree Decorating: Everyone is invited to come help decorate our church Chrismon Tree on Saturday, Dec. 
1 from 10:00 – 10:30 a.m. Families can stop by the church sanctuary and put a few white and gold Chrismon decora-
tions on the tree so it is ready for worship on Sunday, Dec. 2, the first Sunday of Advent. Come join us as we begin this 
special season of the year. 
  

Feed the Flock: Once a month, BPC provides the meal for UKirk’s weekly Tuesday gatherings. The last one of the 
semester is November 13 and the meal is Thanksgiving dinner! If you would like to participate or have any questions, 
contact University Ministry Chair, Karen Watson at university@blackburgpres.org.  
 
 

 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Craig Woolsey     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Brian Smith  Mon-Sunday: Jimmy Ritter 
Prayer Room: Today: Jimmy Ritter/Phyllis Albritton-Webb        
 Next Sunday: Sarah Woolsey/Robert Dean 
Ushers:   Marcia Wright, Zach and Heidi Swartzwelder and Jaya Eriksen 



THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Nov. 11 Stewardship Dedication Sunday 
    Sunday school for all at 9:00 a.m. 
    Shift Small Group at 9:00 a.m. - WM 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Art Committee Informational Meeting following worship-WM 
    Youth Group meets for Movie & Pizza -5:00-7:30 p.m.     
 Nov. 13 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. -HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Rm Every Tuesday- All are welcome 
   Malawi meets at 12:00 p.m. –HCR 
 Nov. 14 Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. –WM 
    Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Handbells meet 6:00 p.m.  
    Adult Choir Rehearsal at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
    Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. –Peg Warren’s home 1201 Highland Cir., Bbrg 
 Nov. 18 Sunday school for all at 9:00 a.m. 
    Shift Small Group at 9:00 a.m. - WM 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Cents-Ability Collection at BPC 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR     
 

 
 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Nov. 22 & 23 Church Office Closed – Happy Thanksgiving! 
 Nov. 25 Pork & Bean Collection for Montgomery County Christmas Store Deadline 
   No Sunday school today 
 December 2 First Sunday of Advent 
   Advent Workshop and Alternative Gift Fair 9:00 a.m. – FH 
   Fair Trade Items Available (Last day!)- Reduced prices 
 Dec. 5 14th Annual Gingerbread Potluck 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 8 Kid’s Fun Day 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 16 Caroling & Chili – 5:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 23 Chimes Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. - FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

It’s time to order 

WHITE POINSETTIAS & PINE 
 

Help make our sanctuary glorious for the holidays.  

Sponsoring the poinsettias also goes toward the purchase of wreaths for the doors.   

You may purchase one or more poinsettias,  

and take the opportunity to honor or remember someone special.  

 A booklet listing all of the poinsettia sponsorships will be published  

in December as part of the bulletin.   

 

Deadline for orders is Wednesday, Nov. 21, 2018.  

 If you have any questions please contact Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org or  

540-552-2504.  

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Yes, I/We would like to sponsor _____________(#) poinsettias and greenery for the sanctuary. 
 

In Honor /or In loving memory of (Please circle one): 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
____Yes, I will be taking the poinsettia(s) with me. I will take it/them after the 10:30 a.m. worship service on 
 

  December 23, 2018. 
 
____No, I will not be taking the poinsettia(s) with me. 
 
 

Cost of poinsettias is $16.00 each.                      Total number ordered_____________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Scripture Readings: 
 

1 Kings 17:8-16 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 
The Widow of Zarephath 
8 Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and 
live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out and went to Zarephath. 
When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, 
“Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her 
and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I 
have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple 
of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 
13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it 
and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the LORD 
the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the 
LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her house-
hold ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to 
the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 
 
 
Matthew 6:19-21 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 
Concerning Treasures 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust[a] consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust[b] con-
sumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 
 
Footnotes: 

1. Matthew 6:19 Gk eating 
2. Matthew 6:20 Gk eating 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Up-Coming Advent Activities at BPC: 

 

Advent Workshop and Alternative Gift Fair 
December 2nd, 9am 

The workshop includes activities for young and old, including an Advent 
wreath making station (suggested donation of $10). The funds from the items 
sold at the Alternative Gift Fair will go to support global mission partners and 
local organizations. 
The Presbyterian Women will have cards available to support a variety of local 
and global organizations. Homemade items from the Quilters and KnitWits 
will also be available.  

 
 

14th Annual Gingerbread Potluck  
December 5th, 5:30pm-7pm 

 
The 14th Annual Gingerbread Potluck is sure to be a wonderful time of fun, fel-
lowship, and food! Bring a dish to share and a bag of candy or another ginger-
bread house decorating item and be ready for lots of icing! 

Gingerbread Bakers Needed! 
If you are able to make gingerbread for the houses, please have it returned to the 
freezer in the kitchen by December 2nd. Grab a copy of the recipe from the Wel-
come Window in the Gathering Space.  

 
 

Kid’s Fun Day! December 8th, 9am-12pm 
 

Want a free morning to do Christmas errands? Sign your kids up for Kid’s Fun 
Day! Hosted by the Fellowship Committee, this morning will be full of play, 
snacks, and crafts. Children up to 5th grade can participate. Kid’s must be reg-
istered by December 2nd to participate. Register online at blacks-
burgpres.org/KFD or at the welcome window in the Gathering Space. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Canned Pork and Beans Collection for 

Montgomery County Christmas Store runs 
Sunday, Nov. 4-Nov. 25, 2018. 

BPC’s goal for the annual canned food drive for the Christmas Store is 1,000 cans of pork and 
beans. The Christmas Store serves about one thousand low- income households, enabling them 
to celebrate a dignified Christmas  holiday. Please bring your cans of Pork and Beans to the 
church, and deposit them in   one of the large green plastic containers located near the office 
and downstairs hallway.  

Monetary donations will also be accepted and used to purchase cans to help meet our goal. 
Please mark “Pork and Beans” on checks left in the offering plate or office. 

 

The Baby Shop Tree 
December 2-30 

The Baby Shop Tree helps us stock up on items we are in need of to meet the needs of our clients. Please 
take a tag (or two or three). Once you have purchased the items, bring your tag and items back and place 
them under the tree in the Gathering Space at BPC. They do NOT need to be wrapped.  
 

The Baby Shop is located in Christiansburg and is a ministry of St. Paul United Methodist Church of Chris-
tiansburg and Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. The Shop serves families in Montgomery County and Rad-
ford City who have at least one child and qualify for certain social services. We are a donations-based pro-
ject run by community volunteers.  

 
Woodchucks Food Baskets 

Collecting Donations November 15 – December 15 
During the cold winter months, supporters of the BPC Firewood Ministry, Woodchucks, are busy 
delivering firewood to those who can pay and to those who cannot. During this season, we would 
like to provide some additional warmth and cheer to the neediest of our recipients in the form of 
food, and you are invited to participate in this ministry to our community. Collection bins have been 
placed around the church for your donations. This is an opportunity for everyone who can and can-
not run a chainsaw to show the love of Christ.  

 

Suggested items: 
- Boxed dinners such as mac-and-cheese 
- Canned fruits and vegetables 
- Canned meat such as tuna 
- Dry pasta 
- Spaghetti sauce 
- Cereal 
- Pop tarts 
- Powdered milk in individual packets 
- Dried beans 


